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AN INTERESTING DISCOURSE
I
The Scope of Ahimsa
"You see that I am answering every one of your
questions straightaway without the slightest hesitation. That
is because the great question underlying your questions
possesses me and I have rehearsed to myself every one
of the situations arising out of the various implications
of Ahimsa." These words were uttered by Gandhiji towards
the close of a long and interesting discourse with a number
of friends from Poona who had come for the sole purpose
of clearing their doubts on Ahimsa. They were all out-and-
out believers in non-violence, or if they were not, they
had come all the way from Poona in order to be such
believers, after their doubts were cleared. Balasaheb Kher,
the ex-Prime Minister of Bombay, accompanied them.
They had drawn up an exhaustive questionnaire, even at
the risk of making some of their questions trite, for they
did not want to leave any room for doubt.
The first question was about the limits and implications
of Ahimsa and the extent of its application. Should one stop
with the human species or extend it to all creation?
Gandhiji said: "I was not prepared for this question.
For the Congress Ahimsa is naturally confined to the political
field and therefore only to the human species. Hence out-
and-out non-violence means for our purpose every variety
of non-violence on the political field. In concrete terms it
covers family relations, relations with constituted authority,
internal disorders and external aggression. Put in another
way it covers all human relations."
"Then what about meat-eating and egg-eating? Do
they consist with non-violence?"
"They do. Otherwise we should have to exclude
Mussalmans and Christians and a vast number of Hindus
as possible co-workers in Ahimsa. I have known many meat-
caters to be far more non-violent than vegetarians/'
340

